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Loe rns TY Hogs a 
Max are the evils, and various the 
calamities, attendant upon a ſtate of mor- 
tality. To meet theſe with fortitude, and 
ſupport them with reſignation, men have had 
recourſe to the aids of philoſophy and in- 
formations of ſcience. But, however theſe 
may afford ſome trifling aſſiſtance, under what 


ſublunary can ſupport the ſoul, or render 
Though, 
7 t© 
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e this important Gita, be to 


all men allotted, yet how few comparatively 
are there who ne. their latter end. To 
ſtir up you, and to call myſelf to the ſolemn 
recollection of this awful period, the _— 


ſervice i is defi _ 


The fable 1 Ke 8 nd this 
pulpit, yon vacant ſeat, and the ſerious gloom 


on the countenances of ſeveral before me, 


ſeem loudly to call on each individual, in the 


language of ſolemn admonition, Prepare to 


Oy thy God. TILL KIA Ana 


There is that in death which: renders its 
near approaches to all, painful; to-ſome, dread- 


ful. But it is alſo a fat, that there is that 
1n true and vital 


ineſs, ſhed abroad in the 
Heart, which can make even the ſtroke. of 
death pleaſant and defirable, enabling the foul 
to fay, with the Apoſtle in our _ 1 gen 
a hire fo depart, and be with odd 


In theſs words, we are called to confider— 


vz. The dilpolition e of the Apoſtle mind. 


| Second, The defire in which this af 
men is manifeſtcs. | M | 


"a | Fut, 


{ 30 


„ Fu The fituation of the A He's mind — 
be uttered the ſes v our wy A bc 


* Ag the many things which, Go the 
words, appear evident in the diſpoſition of 
the Apoſtle's mind, we may nn 

d e 10 NS 


A bn lu. cle iutergh in @ Re. 
deemer. pls . 


- Fo rom 1 5 you and I may 
* our comfort, or derive our ſupport, in 
the moments of life, health, and activity, 
there is nothing but a ſenſe of our own per- 
ſonal intereſt in a Redeemer, can ſtand us in 
ſtead, or afford us conſolation, in the ſolemn 
an ipportant article of diſſolution. | 


Were you to 1 the Chriſtian, what it is 
as animates his. hope, ſtrengthens his faith, 
and enables him to-maintain his daily conflict, 
he would, with. pleaſure, tell you, — he had 
no other ſupport but what aroſe from the 
pleaſing humble hope, that he is by a ſpi- 
ritual union one th Chriſt Jeſus.—In the 
ſolemn and important article of death, it will 
nothing avail us, that we have made an open 
profeſſion of our attachment to Chriſt Jeſus, 
and have had ſome conſiſtent views of his 


. anden we can add to the whole the 
8 know - 
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ay , 
| knowledge Yar the Saviour manifclted in Hae 

Goſpel hos been by the ſpirit of God ſweetly 
revealed as, ours. When we take a view of 


* the afflicted eſtate and cotidition F holy' Job, 


and at the fame time, ſurvey the wondrous 


Hrtitade * with” Which he füſtained his ſor- 


rows, we feel our hearts glow with admi- 


ration of his conduct, and we are induced to 
Ak with aſtoniſhment,. from whence. ſuch 
conduct aroſe.— And do you make the en- 
quiry? he anſwers it himſelf, I know that 
my* Redeemer liveth.—This knowledge it is 
that animates and e me vo" of the 
Chriſtian,” - bet ui FO emoten 0 Le 
nes 0 2011 11 
6 know, __ 15 ar as 60 —_— Fam 
altogether ſin and pollution; but adored” be 
the name of my Saviour; he hath loved mie, 
81858 himſelf for me, waſhed from fin in his 
ood, and Nat y united me to himſelf. 
1. Faith the Do, thoug h weak and un- 
worthy, Am a part of tht body,” of which 
Chrift is the head; and, becauſe he lives, 
1 ſhalt Five 2lſo: my Redeemer hath deli- 


1 vered me from Tirifual death; he has brought 


15 e out off the pit in ich there was ne 
ater ; and therefore I know he will keep 
my feet from falling, that J may walk before 
110 in the land oy: the living There are, 
it is true, times When clouds and dark heſt 
eee the Chriſtian, and his" * 8 
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at Abd cloudy: at ſuch 'ſeaidns} Bear and. 
afifiety,' will too often poſſeſs his foul/; but 
let him once enjoy the bright minings of the 
ſun of righteouſdeſs; let him once be enabled 
to trace. Clearly his title to heaven: through 


Apoſtle, deſire to depart, and be with Chriſt, 
as that Which is 5 My tellow- 
mortals, is this portion yours, have you: any 
lot or part in a Redeemer 7 Would you be 
reſolved in this? Affe, have you ever yet 
felt your need of Chriſt ? There never was, 
nor never will be, a ſoul intereſted in a Sa- 
viour's love, Who has not been brought by 
the Spirit of God to ſee himſelf in à loſt, 
periſhing eſtate, without that Saviour. Re- 
member, Sirs, it is an intereſt in Chriſt only, 
that can make you happy in that ſolemn ſcene 
to Which you ate faſt haſting. It is only 

_ a'true acquaintance with your own guilt, a a 
{cri ural reſting upon him, and à vital union 
to him, that can then make you happy. 

May God enable you to ſee the things which 
bolt to your! peace; before e are W ever 
19630 e eri | 

W "Secondly; Thi Apoſtle 1 man e. much 
Bear te weanedneſt Ow the world. 


1 ST] — T1955 4 1 Am 


he natural renlleney: of e enjoy- | 
ments and divine communications, is to wean 
111 the 


a Redeemer's blood, and he will, with Ve 2 


TELL 
Ki fie Gate ee thn 
and the mare a nan experiences of the love 


of God, ſhed abroad in his foul, the more he, 
will And die things of this world Hal in his 3 


1 There was 2 time when, like as 


once did, the Chriſtian neckoned 
much of earth and earchly things, its honours, 
Ks wealth, its pleaſures, had n 
his eſteem and attention; but pow, taught 
by the beſt of maſters, and educated. in the 
beſt of ſchools, he has learnt! to read vanity 
of vanities, upon all created good. Having 
once had a taſte of, and a reliſh for the ſpi- 
titual banquet of a Saviour 's love; having 
once been enabled to taſte his ſweetneſs, the 
prayer of his _ is, Lord, evermore give 
me of thus D 9 


F. * 1 
=... 
eri! 


He can now — 1 give up all 
eactlily honour, to enjoy the more diſtin- 
done, adoption into the family of God; 
and to be called Bar is the higheſt honour 
his heart deſires. The riches of this world, 
which once engroſſed the whole of his at- 
tention, are now eſtimated as dung and droſs, 
compared with the unſcarchable riches of 
Chriſt Jeſus. —His. former. pleaſures ' are now 
become taſteleſs and inſipid; and he can 
only be ſatisfied with thoſe pleaſures that 
"I and riſe from the + preſence of his 
at Father. True it is, that at ſome 
| times 


„ 
dinies the Chriſtian finds this REY engaging 
too much of his attention, and laying too f 
hold upon his heart, yet if he be a child of 

God, 1 5 will be to Fm matter of ſorrow, 

and of prayer, and he will, with David, make 

both his confeffioh” and ſupplication to his 


Heavenly Father, ſaying, My foul! cleaveth to 
the duſt; quicken tbou me aer to ry 


WF: 


And bake iy | As hams, koffer me 
to remind you, that keeping your heart as 
much as may be from worldly things, will, 
in no inconſiderable degree, A the king | 
of terrors of his ſting. Here, let me pauſe 
for à moment, Sirt, to make the nec | 
enquiry, Is this diſpoſition ours ? The lip of 
truth has made the aſſertion, yr cannot love 
God and mammon. Now, which of thoſe 
_ rules your affections ? Are the things of time 
and ſenſe, or the bleſſings of falvation, held 
higheſt in your' eftimation? Where the trea- 
fure is, the heart is alſo. Enquire, then, 
Where is your heart? A ſplendid profeſſion 
of religion, without | heart-weanedneſs from 
the world, will but little avail you; and the 
man that of a trum would become Chriſt's 
diſciple,” muſt eſteein him | before. earth. its 
connections, its poſſeſſions, and enjoyments. 
For, ſays our Lord, be ibat loveth farber or 
VOM houſes or lands, befare me, the ame it 
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nur -vorthy . true child of God 


deſires only the manifeſtations. of his father's | ; 


face, and leaves the reſt to meaner mortals. 37 
- * a IS + Dee | 8 


Let * RITES ade arms like fas, 
And graſp in all the here; | by 
beds r BAN 
LI, And 1 defire no more. a (LE . 
Thirdly, The Apoſtle here manifeſted a well- 
Sue Feljanice * drome Janine nA 


The faithfulneG 8 God- is 1 people's 5 


= 
«© » f 4 
of 
FN : 


þ firmeſt dependence; and, lie a ſheet-anc or, 
it holds ſteady. the Chriſtian's: veſſel in every 


ſtormy tempeſt. Let but the. child of God 
have comfortable evidence of his adoption, 


and be enabled to reſt with confidenee on the 


faithfulneſs of God, and you will: find him 
ae” of earth and 
hell united. The faithfulneſs of God is not 
only the foundation on Which the Chriſtian 
reſts his future expectations, but it is alſo the 
ſource of all his preſent” enjoyments. The 


Chriſtian, from à conviction of his many 


wants and multiplied neceſſities, would often 
faint by the way, were it not from: the re- 
collection, that the faithfulneſs of his God 
ſtands engaged to furniſh» him with a ſuf- 
ficiency e, that ſhalb. enable him to 
hold on, fe hold out to the end. When 


{fy 0: 


God's dear children take a a of * 
enemies they have to encounter” and the 


.  Hiculties the) Moen to paſs through,. they 


would ſoon "beneath the idea f ding ers 
before them, Hig not' faithfulneſs. and 7 5 
aſſured their ſouls, t as theit day 18, . all 
their ſtrength be; and that they "Mould be 
more than conquerors through hith"thit hath 
loved them he che ae, of Gf _ 
- animates His Fi —— through n 

* ports them in dea b. i ml 
ſafety for eternity ide The” reſtin 


tiftian, 


— the gate of God, ſtand 7 
that eyerl: erlaſting atis uvderneq 1th Him: 
that, in the moment" when 18 ubs 1 0 
ſupport, even When dect and em Hall fal 
him, God will be tte Reeogth”6f his heart) 
and his portion for ever.” A falthfbl God 
alſires the Chriſtian, chat in che dark valle 
he will be with him; that His rod and" His 
ſtaff ſhall ſupport him. The hful- 
neſs of God enables him ty 5725 is Joe 
with all its Ne on as far, very n 
What the men of this Wood har 265 80 
and to account his light afflicrjons, SW. 
but for the ent moment, as Rot Fen 
to be compared with the g gory Wide alt be be 
revealed in him; and he truſts 
of his God to fulfil his expectation, that . en 
the Oy houſe' of 185 tabernacle” be diſ- 
. Fi Og ITO ſolved, 
iy 5 | 


669 
| ſolved; he hall haye a houſe, not made ah 
W. a in the n 


| A fad, too plain for. even. the 8 
of refutation, that man is born unto trouble, 
as the ſparks fly upward... And the Chriſtian 
well knows, that he is very far from being 
exempt from the allotment: but at the ſame 
time, the faithfulneſs of his God aſſures him 
of a ſtate where ſin and ſorrow ſhall be known 
no more, where the tear ſhall be wiped from 
every. eye, and the inhabitants no 3 ay, 
I am: — * After this perfect, this ine 
eſtate, his affections and 5 go for 
reſting on the faithfulneſs of that Ree Foe 
has promiſ iſed him theſe thing g. he has a 
to depart, Re Regs be with. Chit. as that he 
is far better. It is this confidential reliance 
upon the. faithfulneſs of God, that in a moſt 
eminent ;manner . diſtinguiſhes hetwern the 
true Chriſtian and the W 1 man. The 
latter, however bitter exiſtence may be, parts 
105 it reluctantly, and looks upon death as 
| king of terrors; the other meets 
We Alen with a true chearfulneſs of 
3 and welcomes death as ſome kind meſ- 
ſenger, ſent to introduce him to the Weener | 


of his Heavenly Father. 


" SeconvLy, T the de ire in which hoſs 


diſpofitions were manifefted. | 
5 Willing 


En) 
Willing and happy, as the Apoſtle Was, 
to wait his Maſter's time, yet he could not 
refrain from, at ſome times, indulging the 
defire to depart, and be with Chriſt, as that 
wich Wir fir better. We are here naturally 
led to enquire, What he deſired to depart 
from? What he deſired to depart to? 


Firſt,” What he defired to depart from. f 


When the Apoſtle, ſaid, I have a deſire to 
depart, ' and to be with Chriſt, he longed 
doubtleſs to depart from the preſent ſtate, 
as from a ſtate of ſufferings and ſorrow. To 
all men the preſent is a ſtate of ſuffering and 
forrow :_ to the Chriſtian it is moſt eſpecially 
ſo. Many are the ſources, and various the 
cauſes, from which ariſe the ſorrows and af- 
flictions of the Chriſtian. At one time, bo- 
dily weaknefs; at another, family troubles ; 
at ſome times, temporal, and at others, ſpi- 
ritual viſitations, tend to inform him, his 
this is not his reſt, It is a common obſer- 
vation among men, that there is nothing in 
this world 'worth' lving for. The Chriſtian 
feels this obſervation in its full force; by 
experience knows that à ſtate of mortality is 
to him a ſtate of joys and ſorrows inter- 
mingled; and therefore he longs. to arrive 
where both ſin and forrow ſhall end. 
. In anal DIAG, f 


O it RVEODITA 


# 


* 4 


N I know, 


$0 


. I know,. fays the believer: (leaning on the 
faithfulneſs of his Redeemer). there is a need 
for all my afflictions, and that not one of my 
ſorrows is uſeleſs or vain; but this I alle 
know, that there remains a reſt for my trou- 
bled 14 7 5 where I ſhall have done with all 
my afflictions, and bid a laſt. farewel to ſor- 
row: after the poſſeſſion of this, he earneſtly 
pants, having a deſire to depart, and to be 
ma Chat. ' - | 


reſent, as from @ late of warfare and 


ſucceſsful enemy.— Though Satan, he well 
knows, Was a deceiver from the beginning, 
he too often finds himſelt, impoſed upon by 
him; and though he knows him to be a 


H l 1 A 5 con- 


4 


(en) 


eonquered enemy, yet ſuch is his weakneſs, 
that he frequently -trembles before him. 
Nor has he leſs: reaſon to complain of his 
on heart, which his daily experience gives 
him to know, as deceitful above all things, 
and deſperately wicked. When the believer 
ſurveys theſe things, and adds to the whole 
the dificulties of bis way, he cannot but long 
for that ſtate, where both difficulty and war- 
fare ſhall meet their final period. The 
Chriſtian well knows how diſhonourable to 
his profeſſion are his doubts and fears; and 
this induces him to long for that ſtate, where 
he ſhall have no enemies to encounter, no 


N alties to ſuſtain, but 


. Where he mal bathe his weary foul 
"© In ſeas of endleſs reſt ; | 

« And not a wave of trouble roll | 
80 be eu d N 


_—_— more; the Chriſtian, deſires to depart 
from the ow as ram, a flare: of fin and 
peilen. f | 


Tho 13 5 may have been done for 
* * feels, to his oft, much of the re- 
maining power of ſin and in- bred corruption. 
— The. child of God has frequently reaſon, 
with the Apoſtle, . to complain of a law in his 
members warring againſt the law of the 
{pirit ; ſo that, when he would do good, evil 


18 


(44) ) 


is preſent with him. And.though, with his 
mind, he defires' to ſerve God; he has fre- 
quent reaſon, with grief of ſoul, to acknow- 
ledge, that with his members he too much 
ſerves fin. Though the law and reigning 
power of fin be ſubdued within him, by the 
power of divine grace, yet he ſtill finds re- 
maining co ions, like the Canaanites of 
old, infeſting e land, and diſturbing his beſt 
enjoyments. Even the firſt among God's 
dear children find too much reaſon to com- 
plain of coldneſs, langour, and ſpiritual dead- 
neſs. The Chriſtian finds fin creeping even 
into his beſt performances, and caufing him, 
with bitterneſs of ſoul, to exclaim, Oh, 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver 
me from this body of fin and death!” 


Animated by the principles of affection to 
his Redeemer, he longs for a ſtate of ſinleſs 
perfection, where he ſhall behold his coun- 
tenance, and ſerve him as he ought. I long, 
fays the Chriſtian, to be in that place, where I 
ſhall exchange ordinances for the God of or- 
dinances.— I long for the place, where, freed 
from fin and imperfection, I ſhall no more 
have reaſon to bewail the deadneſs of my 
heart, the lukewarmneſs of my affections, or 
the ſtupidity of my powers; the place where 
I ſhall ſee him as he is; where that whic 
199 . D uon va a 681 ©: 7rd 
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is in part ſhall be done away, and chat which 
Th pO: appear... | 


T There, from the fulneſs of his grace, | 
To drink freſh p eaſures in 
Behold the glories of his face, 
And never, never fin. 


This leads us to ay Wchething of what the 
Chriſtian deſires to depart to. he Apoſtle 
tells us, it is a deſire to be abſent from the 
body, and preſent with the Lord. I want, 
ſays the Chriſtian, to be in that place, where 
no more intervening clouds ſhall hide my 
Father's, face. I long to be where he pours 
out the brighteſt manifeſtations of his grace 
and goodneſs —[ want to wear that radiant 
crown he has laid up for me, and not for me 
only, but for all that love and fear him.— 
I want to join that choir, where there is not 
one diſcordant note, but all is harmony and 
love.—I want to bow in his preſence with 
gratitude, and ſay perſonally before him, 
Lord, what was J, and what was my father's 
houſe, that thou 'ſhouldeſt gracioully look 
upon me? 


Having a defire to depart, and be with 
Cbriſt. It is the being with Chriſt, that ani- 
mates the Chriſtian's hope, and gives birth 
to the deſire of his ſoul. This it is that en- 
ables him to look forward with joy; and, 


without 
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without this hope; the Chriſtian would be of 
all men the mo un Heaven, to the 
Chriſtian, conſiſts in the preſence and enjoy- 
ment of his Saviour; and he can, of a truth, 


ſay with the poet, 


« Were I in heav'n, without my God, 
« *Twould be no heav'n to me; P — 
* And whilſt this earth is my abode, 
J long for none but thee.” 


It is far better, faith the Apoſtle ; and 
why? Far better, becauſe no more ſhall 
enemies diſturb or interrupt his peace; far 
better, for then his joys ſhall ſuffer no di- 
minution, but ſhall be extenfive and laſting. 
Perhaps that ſtate, to which the hope of 
the Chriſtian looks forward, is beſt deſcribed 
by David, when he ſaid, In thy reſence there 
1 fullneſs of joy; and at thy right hand there 


are pleaſures for evermore. 


Fullneſs of joy. Though the child of God 
is not without his joys in this time-ſtate, yet 
they are at beſt but partial ones. There are 
times, when the thick cloud fo veils his Fa- 
ther's face, as to conſtrain him to cry out, 
Where is he whom my foul loveth ? Hath 
God forgotten to be gracious? Are his mer- 
cies clean gone for ever? But rejoice, my 
Fellow-Chriſtian, in the remembrance, that 
thou art faſt-haſtening to that place, m_ 

ot 
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both thyſelf and thy joys ſhall be perfe&t.— 


However, many weary ſteps may yet exiſt 
between thee and thy reſt: to that reſt thou 
ſhalt be brought ; for ſaid thy Saviour, Be- 
cauſe I live, ye ſhall liue alſo. 


Pleaſures for evermore. Here lies the grand 
diſtinction between the joys of the worldling, 
and thoſe of the Chriſtian. Whilſt the for- 
mer, like the ſources from whence they riſe, 
are ſhort and periſhing, the latter, like God, 
their author, are laſting and eternal. The 
laurel that binds the conqueror's brow ſhall 
ere long wither on his tomb. The name of 
the proud man ſhall ſoon be found only on 
the monument that covers his duſt; and the 
ee of wealth muſt ſoon forſake his 
aigh-prized treaſure. Not ſo the enjoyments 
of the Chriſtian. So far from ſeparating be- 
tween him and his happineſs, death will 
only introduce him to the full poſſeſſion of 
his inheritance. | 


And do you aſk of what enjoyments that 
inheritance. conſiſts ? We can only anſwer, 
they are all his. ſoul can defire ; all his God 
can beſtow.—They are joys. which ſurpaſs 
at once the powers of deſcription, or the con- 
ceptions of imagination. is 5 
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All fancy droops at that tranſporting ſcene, 

All rapture's dull, all eloquence is mean, 

All thought's too faint, all colours ceaſe to glow, 
All fire's too languid, all ſublime, too low. 


Can we then -wonder, if, with joys like 
theſe before him, the Chriſtian adopts the 
language of the Apoſtle, I have à defire to 
depart, and be with Chriſt, which is far 
better. | 


This leads me, in the laſt place, to the 
improvement of our ſubject. | 


Remember, my fellow-mortals, that the 
providence we are now met to improve, is 
one of that nature which ſeriouſly concerns us 
all. —It is appointed unto all men once to 
die; and after death, the judgment. From 
this final ſtroke, no ſtate, no condition can 
poſſibly exempt us; nor can the arreſt be 
delayed, no not for a moment. 


Each day, each hour preſents us with ſome 
folemn call, to remember that death is ſure, 
and life uncertain.ä— But a few days fince, 
he, to whoſe memory we now pay the laſt 


tribute of friendly regard, was, as we are 
now, engaged in the concerns of life: a ſud- 
den ſtroke arreſted his vital functions; and, 


in a few hours, he was numbered with the 
5 dead. 
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dead, How ſoon may his lot be ours; per- 
haps ere the paſſing hour has marked its 
appointed round, I, who now addreſs you, 

or ſome of you who hear me, may fall be- 
neath the ſtroke. Remember, mortals! as 
death meets you, ſo you muſt meet judge- 
ment; there is neither knowledge, wiſdom, 
nor device in the grave; and to that grave 
we are haſtening. 


Shall I entreat you, Sirs, ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider, that there is nothing can then admi- 
niſter comfort to the departing ſpirit, but an 
ability to commit it into the hands of a Re- 
deemer ; and thoſe only can do this, who are 
waſhed in his blood, and cloathed with his 
righteouſneſs —An intereſt in Chriſt, my 
fellow-mortals, is that which will ſmooth for 
you life's rugged path, render pleaſant death's 
gloomy paſſage, and enable you cheartully to 
anticipate eternity. 


Will you ſuffer me to conclude with an 
addreſs to the aged, the middle-aged, and 
the young. 


To the aged. To you, Sirs, whoſe heads 
are filvered o'er by time, what ſhall I ſay? 
You have toiled up the hill, and are now 
going ſwiftly down life's declivity : ere long, 
with you time ſhall be no more. Aged 
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ſinner, ſuffer me to tell thee, thine is of all 
ſituations the moſt pitiable.— The eleventh 
hour arrived, and not yet hired in the vine- 
yard. Tremble, ſinner, to death advancing, 
and for death unready.— Aged Chriſtian, re- 
Joice, thy warfare is almoſt accompliſhed ; 
but a few more ſtruggles, and victory ſhall 
be complete: but a few more weary ſteps, 
and then eternal reſt. . To an aged traveller, 
though thy ſteps are tottering, and thy ſtrength 
is ſmall, thou ſhalt, ere long, arrive at thy 
Father's houſe; he ſhall guide thee by his 
counſel, and then receive thee to his glory. 


To you in the middle ſtages of life, engaged 
in its buſineſs and cares, I would ſay, See 
firſt the kingaom of God, and the righteouſneſs. 
tbereof, and all other things ſhall be added to 
you.—Remember, none can ſo well ſupport 
you through life, and make that life proſpe- 
rous, as Chriſt Jeſus. Wiſdom is the prin- 
cipal thing ; therefore get wiſdom, and with 
all your-getting, get underſtanding. You, 
who are in the morning of your days, and. 
have the wide extended plain of exiſtence 
before you, remember, you are ſurrounded 
with temptations, beſet with 'enemies, and 
have many afflictions to ſuſtain z and at the 
ſame time remember, that an intereſt in 
Chriſt Jeſus will bear you ſafe above them 
all. May the God of all Grace enable you 
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to remember your Oreator in the days of your 

youth, before the evil day cometh. Happy 
in this poſſeſſion, you ſhall live above he 
cares of mortality; and when, in your ad- 
vanced age, your frame ſhall grow faint, your 
eyes dim; when thoſe who grow up with 
you into life, ſhall, one after another, drop 
into the grave, you will find this ſupport you 
in the enfeebled hour, and create within you 
a defire to name and be with Chriſt, which it 
far better. 


Finally, Sirs, - remember your mortality, 
think upon eternity. I have ſet before you 
life and death ; may. the Lord enable you to 
make your chose ; fo that, when you receive 
your laſt ſummons, you may bid it welcome, 
ſaying, I have à agire to depart, and be with 
Chriſt, which is far better. 


* * » * „ * * „„ „„ „ * 


Now, to God the Father, God the Son, 


and God the —_ Ghoſt, be equal and end- 
leſs praiſes. Amen. 
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* I. 4 YV | 
|  QURE, 'tis a folemn thing to die, 
To yield our mortal breath ; 
To cloſe our eyes on all things here, 
And fall aſleep in death. '' 
To bid a long, a laſt farewel 
To all that charm'd us here; 


Enter a dread eternity, 
And dwell for ever there. 


III. 


Nought but a Saviour's righteouſneſs 
Can then our ſouls ſecure, 

Open the gates of endleſs bliſs, 

And make falvation ſure. 


| 1 

Send down thy ſpirit, gracious God, 
Prepare my ſoul to riſe ; 

Then ſhall I joyful hail the day 
That calls me to the ſkies. 
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ON an occaſion like this, ſomething re- 

ſpecting the deceaſed may be expected. 
Not honoured with a long acquaintance, 
much I cannot ſay: ſuffice it only to ob- 
ſerve, that, as a man, he poſſeſſed honour 
and integrity; as a. Chriſtian, he was pious 
and humble. His piety was not of that 
oſtentatious ſpecies, which courts the eye of 
public attention ; but contented itſelf with 


the ſecret, though not leſs valuable, appro- 
bation of God. Such was his ſtate, that, 


could language have found its way, I doubt 
not but his would have finiſhed with ſome- 


what conſonant to the Apoſtle's views. 
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